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As Reported By Robert j. Torrez

At approximately 9:35 A.M. the morning of April 23, 1998, a nondescript van
exited the parking lot of the New Mexico
State Records Center and Archives located at 404 Montezuma in Santa Fe. No
one seemed to notice the state police car
and two armed officers who traveled
just ahead of the van. Ten minutes later,
the van had made its way through traffic and arrived at its destination - the
recently completed State Library and
State Records Center and Archives building at 1205 Camino Carlos Rey. A small
group of archives staff stood anxiously
as the van backed up to the building and
under the watchful eye of its armed
escort, SWiftly unloaded its eagerly
awaited cargo into a state-of-the-art
vault located deep within the new building. The heart of New Mexico's documentary patrimony, its priceless Spanish
and Mexican period archives had arrived
safely at their new home, bringing an
end to a long and often tragic journey; a
journey which lasted more than 150
years, and during which a significant
portion of New Mexico's documentary
heritage was destroyed and dissipated.
New Mexico has experienced major
losses of its historical documents during
its long history. In 1680, nearly every
document produced by the Spanish government from when the colony was
established in 1598 was destroyed as a
consequence of the Pueblo Revoltof that
year. But the Spanish were prodigious
records producers. It has been estimated that from the time of the reconquista
of 1692 to the summer of 1846, when
General Stephen Watts Kearny occupied
Santa Fe, more than one hundred thousand documents had accumulated in the
venerable palacio, or Palace of the
Governors, which served as home and
office to a long succession of Spanish
and Mexican government officials.
In 1855, the United States Surveyor
General extracted several thousand
Spanish and Mexican period documents
from the records kept at the office of the
Territorial Secretary in the Palace of the
Governors. This action turned out to be
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a stroke of good luck for New Mexico's
archives. These documents were well
cared for by the federal government and
today constitute the record group commonly called the "land grant records."
This important record group was turned
over to the State of New Mexico by the
Bureau of Land Management and the
National Archives in 1972.
The records that had remained at the
palace in the custody of territorial officials did not fare so well. During subsequent decades, neglect, pilfering by
unscrupulous individuals and thoughtless destruction by territorial officials
prompted the Librarian of Congress to
conclude that New Mexico did not have
the facilities to properlycare for the fragile manuscript collections. In 1903, the
Secretary of Interior ordered they be
crated and shipped to Washington D.C.
At this point, all of New Mexico's
Spanish and Mexican period records
were in the custody of federal officials.
Federal officials insisted they would
keep the records until New Mexico could
demonstrate that it had the facilities to
properly care for the archives. New
Mexico's desire to have its archives
returned prompted the creation of the
Museum of New Mexico in 1909 and in
1923, the Spanish and Mexican archives
were returned from the Library of
Congress to the Palace of the Governors.
In 1927, the state legislature appointed
the Historical Society of New Mexico as
"official custodian and trustee" for all of
New Mexico's public archives.
While the ancient Spanish, Mexican
and territorial records fared well under
the care of the Historical Society, the
growth of state government forced state
agencies to grapple with an ever increasing flow of paper records. By the 1940's
a small mountain of materials had accumulated in the basement of the state
capitol and other government buildings.
The situation led to the appointment of
a "Special Committee on Preservation of
Records and Documents" to review the
material and "save everything of possible permanent historical value" before it

was discarded. The comrniuce's report
to Governor John J. Demsey recommended that preservation of New Mexico's
future historical records required the
continuing efforts of an agency that
would periodically perform such review
and "clean-up" the records. By the late
1950's the need for such an agency
became increasingly obvious and in
April 1959, Governor John Burroughs
signed into iaw the Public Record Act
which created the Commission of Public
Records and transferred custody of New
Mexico's historical records to the
Commission.
The Commission in turn established
the New Mexico State Records Center
and Archives (SRCA) and on March 20,
1960, hired Joseph F. Halpin, a professional records manager, to serve as the
first State Records Administrator for the
Records Center and Archives. Halpin
served in that position until his retirement in 1980. One of Halpin's first
actions was to hire Dr. Myra Ellen
Jenkins as his assistant forArchives and
Special Collections. "Dr}," as she was
affectionately known to many of us,
served in that position and later, as
State Historian until her own retirement
in 1980.
Halpin, Dr. Jenkins and a small staff
quickly set to work to refurbish and
restore the old "Ilfeld warehouse" located
at the corner of Guadalupe and
Montezuma Streets which the State had
purchased for $100,000. The building
opened for business on April 25, 1960,
and was officially dedicated in late
October of that year when the archives
formerly held at the Palace of the
Governors were transferred to the SRCA.
The subsequent years were busy and
fruitful for the nascent state agency. By
the middle of 1962, a masonry "vault"
was constructed in the basement of the
old warehouse to improve the conditions
for the ancient manuscript materials
now residing there. Then the Dorothy
Woodward Research Room was built
continuedonpage3
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Dona Ana Historica{ Societ~
Ba{{ of Fame AwarD

Austin Hoover, New Mexico State
University archivist and director of the
Rio Grande Historical Collection in the
University Library, has received the
1999 Hall of FameAward from the Dona
Ana County Historical Society.
The Hall of Fame Award is designed to
recognize an individual who is known
for his or her exceptionalcontribution to
the preservation of the history and culture of the Mesilla Valley. According to
the Dona Ana County Historical Society,
"The rich resources in the Rio Grande
Historical Collections have been garnered. preserved, and organized largely
through the alert and continuing attention of Austin Hoover. "
Since 1974, Hoover has been responsible for managing all aspects of the university'S archives and manuscript programs. As archivist, Hoover oversees
the solicitation, acquisition and conservation of papers, photographs, records
and other memorabilia relevant to the
history of NMSU and the Mesilla Valley.
Hoover also coordinates the activities
of the Rio Grande Historical Collections
friends group. He has taught graduate
courses in archives management and
has authored numerous papers on
Southwestern history and the mangement of unpublished historical sources.
A native of Arkansas, Hooverearned a
master's degree in history from the
University of Texas at El Paso in 1967,
and a master's degree in librarianship
from the University of Denver in 1969.
He is currently a doctoral candidate at
Simmons University. He has been certified by the Academy of Certified
Archivists since 1990.
Hoover is active in the Society of
American Archivists, the Historical
Society of New Mexico, the Society of
Southwest Archivists and the Dona Ana
County Historical Society.
continuedonpage3
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DaviD TownsenD HonoreD
fw the New Mexico
EnDowment for the Humanities
Dr. David Townsend, First VicePresident of the Historical Society of
New Mexico, was presented with an
Excellence in the Humanities Award at
the Annual Humanities Convocation in
Albuquerque on November 7, 1998.
Dr. David Townsend has been active in
education and community service for
thirty-five years. He taught in the public
schools in California and New Mexico in
the 1960s, and has been associated with
New Mexico State University in
Alamogordo as a professor and administrator since then. He has received
numerous teaching awards, including
the Don Roush Award for Teaching
Excellence (twice) and the NMSU
Alamogordo Teaching Excellence Award
(five times). The State Commission on
Higher Education chose Dr. Townsend to
be a member of the first group of New
Mexico Eminent Scholars. In addition,
he has authored two books and over a
continued on page 4
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columbus; tbe Gem of tbe Boroer

A

by Agnesa Reeve

A

"Columbus, N.M. - As It Is Today" - Yes, indeed, as it was in 191 6.

Briefly in 1916, Columbus. New Mexico, had the largest population of any city in
New Mexico - if you included the personnel of General John J. Pershing's supply base
for his 10,000-troop Punitive Expedition into Mexico. The explosion of population
from the original Camp furlong's 400 men was the direct result of a pre-dawn raid
on the town by the Mexican outlaw. Pancho Villa on March 9, 1916.
Just before 4:30 a.m. of that day, Villa,
with more than 600 followers, launched
a surprise atta ck on the town and Camp
furl ong that lasted until daylight, and
resulted in the death of eight soldiers.
ten civilians. and more than 100
Villistas. If the raiders had not been
more interested in looting than killing.
the death toll of Gringos would have
been higher. As it was, the town was
ransacked and looted; several buildings
including the frame-built Commercial
Hotel and Lemmon & Romney
Mercantile store burned. The adobewalled Hoover Hotel and the brick
school house served as shelters, though
several of the casualties died trying to
reach those shelters.
When the raiders retreated. they were
pursued by Camp furlon g soldiers and,
a week later. General Pershing took several thousand troops into Mexico in pursit, but Villa evaded them.
Pancho Villa State Park occupies part
of the Camp f urlong area. preserving
the story of the last hostile invasion of
the United States by a foreign troop
[though it was not an officially sanctioned incursion.]
The El Paso and Southwestern
Rail road came through Co lumbus in
1902, and by 1909 carried three trains a
day in each direction. justifying a twostory depot of frame-constru ction, now
the home of the Columbus Historical
Society Museum. The railroad operation
waxed and waned until 1961 when the
last train went through.
As everyone who travels knows. one of
the principle attractions is encountering
pleasant surprises - of course. the other
principle attra ction is revisiting the
pleasantly familiar. On a recent jaunt to
Columbus. New Mexico [pop. 700]. we
were not just pleasantly surprised; we
were astonished.
Basically, there are two unexpected
elements in Columbus . the variety of
backgrounds from which the residents
hale. and the variety of activities they so
energetically sponsor and enjoy.
The mayor, Ken Riley. is from Oregon ,
though his wife, Irene, was born in
Columbus. Ken is not only mayor and
vice-chairman of the Historical Society,
but drives the ambulance and is active
in the volunteer fire department. Irene
has been a mainstay of the Columbus
schools for twenty-eight years. Other
residents formerly from New Hampshire , Maine. California and points
between. have chosen to move to the
desert and maintain a high level of
interest in their new home.
The fact that Columbus is a Port of
Entry, familiarly referred to by locals as
"the Port," adds both interest and complications to town business.
Marilyn Elliott, who is a Santa
2

Barbaran. arrived with her husband. AI.
some 8 years ago. Most of these people
live "out in the desert," and Marilyn
happily says all she can see from her
windows are Las Tres Hermanas - no
buildings, no people, just desert and
mountains .
Marilyn has many irons in the fire, but
one of the hot ones is the Columbus
Historical Museum, housed in the old
railroad station. Besides exhibits. the
museum has a shop crammed with all
sorts of temptations including a particularly good children's book assortment.

vanishing Legac~: The Historic American
Bui{oing Surve~ in New Mexico
forthcoming publication b~ The New Mexico Architectural
Founoation} The American Institute of Architects}
The State Historic Preservation Office

The New Mexico Architectural
foundation is publishing a volume
which will detail the extensive history of
the Historic American Buildings Survey
in our state. The H. A. B. S. projects
began in 1931 and the rich history of
the projects is featured in 70,000 words,
measured drawings, maps and illustrations.
The volume will be published by
Sunstone Press of Santa Fe and will
have 256 pages, and some 70 photographs to illustrate the H. A. B. S. structures in New Mexico.
The New Mexico Architectural
foundation needs your help to publish A
Vanishing Legacy and would like to
offer the following sponsorship opportunities.
For $ 1,000.00 or above,
our sponsors will receive:
Name in the MAJOR SPONSOR
column of the volume
1 hard bound copy of the book
4 soft bound copies
Acknowledgment certificate at
Annual Meeting of the foundation

For $ 100.00 or above,
the sponsor will receive:
name in the SUPPORTER
column of the volume
1 soft bound copy of the book
Acknowledgment certificate at the
Annual Meeting of the Foundation
For $ 50.00 or above,
the sponsor will receive:
Name in the FRIEND
column of the volume
Acknowledgment at the Annual
Meeting of the Foundation
Please make the check out to and mail
to the following.
The New Mexico Architectural Foundation
P. O. Box 3666
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87190-3666
505/265-7224 or 505/277-7175

•• •••

The Columbus Depot Q/ the £1 Paso and Southwestern Railroad,
now the Columbus Historical Society Museum.

We stayed at Martha's Place, a totally
comfo rtable bed and breakfast with an
affabl e hostess and about a 50-mile view
[as does every structure in Columbus] .
I asked Martha who her clients were,
and why they came to Columbus. She
laughed and said, "Don't you wonder?"
As she explained, the reasons vary. The
week before, she had a house full of
young government workers investigating the incidence of lead poisoning in
children both in Columbus and in
Palomas, the town across the line. They
all had laptops, of course, and typed
busily away when they got in at night.
Mexican cattlemen stay at Martha's
Place when they are doing business at
the "Port." Of course, there are the history buffs, who come to visit Pancho
Villa State Park. There was much discussion before the site was named for
an outlaw, but it was finally decided
that potential tourists would recognize
and be interested in a villain and an
infamous incident.
Some visitors to Martha's Place, like
the lady from New York City, and the one
from Alexandria, Virginia, come to get
away from crowds and bustle and just
relax. These two regulars each come
three times a year and stay for a week

For $ 500.00 or above,
our sponsors will receive:
Name in the SPONSOR column
of the volume
1 hard bound copy of the book
1 soft bound copy
Acknowledgment certificate at the
Annual Meeting of the Foundation

each trip, no doubt returning to the city
much refreshed.
It is not as if there is nothing to do
except relax. The night we were there,
in addition to the Historical Society
meeting there was a preview of I
Remember You, the upcoming production of the dinner theatre, to be aired the
coming weekend. We dropped by to see

Claire Dobert~Js
Sweet anD Sour Carrots
2 lbs. Carrots, cut in 3;4" pieces,
cooked and drained
To cooked carrots, add:
1 green pepper, diced
1 medium onion, diced
Sauce
1 can tomato soup
'h cup vegetable oil
1 cup sugar
3/4 cup cider vinegar
1 tsp dry mustard
1 tsp Worcestershire sauce
Mix sauce ingredients well and
pour over carrots. Cover and marinate in refrigerator for two days.

the newly renovated Tumbleweed
Theatre in a building donated to the
troop. Lively decor included adobe-rose
painted walls hung with the work of
local artists, and the small stage ready
with an intriguing scene set for the
forthcoming play.
The theatre director, Jerry Poteet. also
the caterer, founded the theatre with
Mike O'Loughlin, and from the preparations going on in his kitchen, we had
cause to regret not being able to stay for
the occasion.
The Columbus Historical Society meeting, held in the school cafeteria because
the civic center was in use, included a
potluck supper. Needless to say, everything was delicious. There must have
been a dozen prize dishes. To give you
an idea of the imaginative cooks they
have in the society, one of the dishes
was Claire Doherty's Sweet and Sour
Carrots. [See side-bar] The youngest
Columbusite we met was Chris
Sammons, the charming 9-year-old son
of ranchers James and Jane Sammons.
Marilyn treated us to breakfast the
next morning at the Patio Cafe. Along
with perfectly poached eggs was a beautiful golden, crisp, network of hash browns, just the way they should be.
We have at least two untried treats in
store for our next visit - Casa de Pancho
Villa, across the border, known for their
margaritas, had rave reviews from several happy customers. The other expedition we have promised ourselves is to
go through the "Port" to Palomas, the
town on the Mexican side which is considerably larger than Columbus with
about 11,000 people, and visit "The Pink
Store" for a small shopping orgy.
A neat building in town was , until
recently, a drinking establishment,
which reportedly included other activities of which the authorities disapproved - so strongly they closed it. The
town acquired the building, as well as a
grant, for a library and librarian, thus
proving you can make a silk purse out
of a sow's ear!
The next time the wind is howling outside your door, consider taking off and
driving down to Columbus, an unexpected treat on the border. It is thirty
miles south of Deming [and Interstate
10]. There is a straight road from
Columbus to EI Paso. This highway is
not on the map yet, so you will probably
AR
have it all to yourself.

BOOK REVIEWS
FORT STANTON AND ITS
COMMUNITY, 1855-1896.
By John R Ryan. Las Cruces,
Yucca Tree Press, 1998 160 pp .
Index. $13.95, paper, $25.00 limited,
signed and numbered cloth.
Reviewed by David H. Townsend

Those who come to John Ryan's history of Fort Stanton looking for just one
more study of a phase of the Lincoln
County War will be disappointed. This
volume deals with that war in exactly
nine pages (110-118), four of which are
pages of photographs. But this brevity
should not dissuade one from reading
this fine volume. Ryan's study is a good
one. It is well written and especially
well researched.
FORT STANTON AND ITS COMMUNITY,
1855-1896 , has one central thesis, and
it remains doggedly true to that thesis.
Simply stated: forts like Stanton -distant, remote, removed from the normal
lines of governmental support-had to
develop their own sources of supply.
Around such forts, then, developed the
mechanisms of supply and resource:
the forts developed their own economics. Ryan's study is of this "symbiotic
relationship" between Fort Stanton and
its surrounding community.
He makes this point in all aspects of
the book: "The garrison at Fort Stanton
purchased goods and services, providing a market for local produce and
injecting money into the economy of the
region. In times of hardship, the Army
provided indispensable relief' (64). "The
1864 civilian payroll at Fort Stanton put
more than $3,000 into the local economy and brought much-needed tradesmen into the area" (65). "Fort Stanton
was in an isolated area and, although
many of the workers may have saved
the majority of their wages, most of
them spent a significant portion of their
earnings within the area on food, housing, and other necessities" (79). In some
instances the relationship sounds very
modern indeed. "In 1870, Gen. John
Pope, commanding the Department of
the Missouri, believed Fort Stanton was
no longer of any military value. He
wanted to close the fort but Secretary of
War William W Belknap did not concur.
Belknap agreed the post was militarily
unnecessary, but believed it was vital to
the community economically" (89).
This concept of a "symbiotic relationship" is not necessarily new. It undergirds one of the finest analyzes of
Lincoln county's history. John Wilson's
MERCHANTS, GUNS, AND MONEY, to
which Ryan's study is indebted and
which it often references as a source.
Wilson's study is much broader based
and covers the entire history of Lincoln
County. One could wish that Ryan had
covered more than just the years when
Fort Stanton was an active military
post: 1855-1896. The fort's history following those years, when the facility
was a Marine Service Hospital or when
it was a state institution of varied function, remains untouched; but the theory
of "symbiotic relationship," remains just
as valid. If one visits the people of
Lincoln County today, one will find that
relationship much on their mind since
the closure of the facility.
So those of us who are Lincoln County
War buffs should not be disappointed at
the meager coverage of the war. Rather,
Ryan's approach , as John Wilson's with
MERCHANTS, GUNS, AND MONEY,
gives us a whole new way of looking at
the war. It helps to know for example
that L.G. Murphy, Emil Fritz, and
William Brady were all, at one time or
another, Post Commandant at the fort.
It helps to know the financial relation-

New Mexico State Library
(continued from page 1)

ship these men had with the fort.
Ryan's study gives one the abilitv to
look at the Lincoln County War as an
event that grew out of the changing or
disruption of the long-standing "symbiotic relationship" that had been so laboriously built over the years. And the
army's interference in the Lincoln
County war can be viewed as a total
usurpation of not only stared policy but
of that relationship.
John Ryan's FORT STANTON AND ITS
COMMUNITY, 1855-1896, is a most useful study indeed, and one that augers
well for Yucca Tree Press's Frontier Forts
and People Series, of which it is the secD.H.T
ond volume.

A History of the
Mesilla Valley - 1903
By Maude Elizabeth McFie (Bloom)
Edited by Lansing B. Bloom;
annotated by Jo Tice Bloom 79 pp .,
Las Cruces: Yucca Tree Press.
Reviewed by Agnesa Reeve

A single sentence in [o Tice Bloom's
introduction to this slim book gives reason enough to interest students of New
Mexico history: "In 1885, John McFie
[Maude Elizabeth's father] began practicing law in Las Cruces and riding the
court circuit with Col. A. J. Fountain,
Thomas B. Catron, Stephen B. Elkins,
Albert Fall, and other lawyers who had
immigrated to New Mexico." With such
a family acquaintance, and the interviews it allowed, this college senior's
history of her expanded neighborhood,
the Mesilla Valley has a personal and
fresh first-hand quality. Submitted as
her senior thesis to the New Mexico
College of Agriculture and Mechanic
Arts [Mesilla Park, New Mexico] in
1903, she had gathered the material
driving through Dona Ana County the
previous spring, talking to old friends
and old timers.
Beginning with a ten-page review of
the region "Previous to United States
Rule" McFie is naturally most interested
in events transpiring in her valley.
Doniphan's Expedition is described in a
long quotation from John T. Hughes'
1847 account. The Gadsden Purchase,
also known, she says, as the Treaty of
Mesilla, caused "complaint, and some
bitterness at the change, but the
Mexican population soon adjusted
themselves to the new regime. .."
Each of the land grants in the valley is
described, and some of them embellished with vibrant detail. About the
Dona Ana Bend Colony, the author says
it brought the system of acequias and
the first town in the valley.
"The construction of ditches was
the first act of the colonist, and
the work was well done; for,
though constructed with wooden
spades, hoes, or rather half iron
hoes, it took these fourteen [original colonists] an incredibly short
time-for the acequia was eight
miles long, the outlet or mouth
being just about where Las Cruces
stands - was finished by the
month of April that same year.
Then the men turned their attention to breaking the ground of one
piece of land amongst them to
raise crops for the winter's consumption. Working in their field
was a very dangerous matter, for
the Indians were fierce and fairly
infested the valley. One half of the
men went to the field, heavily
armed, one acting as sentinel
while the others worked; the other
half stayed in town at jacal build-

ing or whatever there was to be
done. The signal for an attack was
a pistol shot, and if the field men
fired the shot the town men ran to
the rescue; while, if the signal
came from the town the workers
hastened to the village. No shot
under any circumstances was fired
except as an Indian warning."
One advantage the people of Dona Ana
had was a guardian rooster, a bird
alleged to remain silent except when
danger was near.
Danger frommdians was not imaginary. The name "Las Cruces" resulted
from a tragedy recounted by one of the
author's premier sources, the Hon.
Samuel G. Bean, the first sheriff of Dona
Ana County. He told her that in 1840, a
trading party of forty Mexicans traveling
to Chihuahua with a train of pack mules
was ambushed by Indians in "a fearful
mesquite jungle" where the town now
stands . All of the traders were massacred. Later, "Every spot of ground was
marked where each bloody corpse was
found by two boards nailed as a symbol
of the holy cross." Bean said the crosses were there when he came to the area
in 1846.
In 1903 there was no doctrine of political correctness which required savagery
to be ignored, and McFie leaves no
doubt of the roughness of the time. She
tells a few, and mentions other, stories
"of wild revenge, cold-blooded greed, or
so-called justice committed by the
Indians, gamblers, even soldiers, or by
that rough class, who, eager for adventure, made for the far frontier."
The author's straight-forward writing
style is appealing, and the first-hand
accounts of battles, stage travel and Mrs.
A. G. Aquirre's story of her trip across the
plains grip the reader's attention. Even
the formal "Proclamations" by Texan Col
John R. Baylor and Confederate Brig.
Gen. H. H. Sibley emphasize a realization of what they meant to the citizenry.
Col. Isaac Inge, U.S.A., whose reports of
the debacle at Fort Fillmore are given
verbatim. may elicit some sympathy, an
emotion usually lacking when only the
bare facts are stated.
The History

if The Mesilla

Valley-1903

is illustrated generously with family
photographs, not only of the family, but
of the 1889 McFie home in Las Cruces.
Soon after graduating, and over her
parents' protests, the author married
Lansing B. Bloom, a minister and later a
noted historian. [The Historical Society
of NewMexico gives a Lansing B. Bloom
Award for an outstanding publication,
by a society, or institution. He worked
with his wife to prepare her manuscript
for publication, but it was left to her
daughter-in-law, Io Tice Bloom to complete the book. [o Tice Bloom, an historian with extensive experience and
expertise, has updated the notes and
written the introduction, so that the volume now has explication from Maude
Elizabeth McFie [Bloom], Lansing B.
Bloom, and [o Tice Bloom. [If any items
were added by [o Tice Bloom's husband,
John Porter Bloom, a present member of
the Board of Historical Society of New
Mexico, he doesn't take credit for them.]
This is an enjoyable, brief look at a
section of New Mexico during a time
when a lot happened. Because it was
written by a young woman whose family was acquainted with "everyone who
was anyone," it offers a special kind of
reference for the reader who is interested in the people making history in that
AR
place at that time.

and furnished as a memorial to the late
University of New Mexico professor and
Regent. Thousands of cubic feet of current state government records began to
fill the shelving of the records center and
the SRCA began implementing several
innovative records management practices, such as the use of open shelving
and standard "inexpensive containers,"
the cardboard box in common use today
(which cost less than twenty-five cents
in 1960).
But the old Ilfeld warehouse building
continuously showed its age. Leaky
roofs. antiquated electrical wiring and
failing structural integrity frequently
threatened the valuable documents
stored there as well as the safety of the
workers in the building. More than a
decade ago, State Records Centeradministrators and the Commission of Public
Records, keenly aware of the inadequacies of the building at 404 Montezuma,
began planning for a new archives
building which would assure the safety
of New Mexico's documentary heritage
through the twenty-first century.
This dream was finally realized in
1998 with the construction of a $19
million, 167,000 square foot building
which was formally dedicated on
October 17, 1998. That day, thirty eight
years after it opened its doors in 1960,
the Commission of Public Records
joined the State Library Commission to
formally dedicate the new, state of the
art State Library and Records Center
and Archives building at 1205 Camino
carlos Rey. Various public officials and
a large crowd gathered to participate in
various activities which highlighted the
rich documentary heritage New
Mexicans have inherited. The building
is a tribute to the efforts of previous
Commissions and honors the many
individuals who worked so hard during
the past 150 years to preserve and protect our documentary patrimony.
RJT

kSOe?

Austin Hoover
(continued from page 1)

Austin Hoover is known throughout the
state and region for his close working
relationships with a wide variety of individual history buffs, researchers, organizations, and group. He served as our
Society's President from 1981-1983, and
has graciously shared his professional
knowledge and expertise with DACHS,
both in formal programs and through
consultation with officers and members.
As Archivist, he oversees the solicitation, acquisition, arrangement and
description, conservation, bibliographic
control, and use of papers and records;
the location, transfer and use of the university's non-current records; and the collection, preservation, cataloging and use
of photographs, taped interviews, memorabilia and ephemeral materials. He also
coordinates the activities of the RGHC, a
very active "friends" group. He has
taught graduate courses in archives management. He is the author of numerous
papers and book reviews on southwestern history and on the management of
unpublished historical sources.
The Hall Q/ Fame Award is designed to recognize
an individual who is known for his or her exceptional contribution to the preservation Q/ the history and culture Q/ the Mesilla valley. The contribution should be Q/ a substantial nature and be
evidenced by enduring and observable worth to the
Dona Ana County Historical Society and the community at large.

Members Research Requests
Dan D; Chavez, who is researching the political history of New Mexico -- in particular
the early statehood years is in great need of a copy of the ballot used in the state's first
. election (of November 7, 1911). The election results of some of the federal and state
races cannot be explained without examining a copy of that first ballot.
His address is: Dan D. Chavez
1723 Stanford Dr. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 268-0434
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Rare 47-star flag Now
Resides in New Mexico

Have you Seen This,
or a Similar, House?

By Cheryl M. Harris
Alamogordo Daily News

Asked by John P Conran

ALAMOGORDO - It had been displayed on a wall in a Northern California bar,
ignored by patrons sipping spirits in the '70s and '80s.
No one knew Ward Topping's tavern had a piece of history - a flag made of fine
wool with 47 stars stitched against a backdrop of dark blue celebrating New
Mexico's statehood in 1912.
Topping, now 45, was surprised the flag found sanctuary at his old business.
"This is tobacco smoke, and this stain's probably beer," he said as he pointed out the
blemishes it acquired in the Blue Lake, Calif. , tavern.
Several weeks ago, Topping came back to his hometown of Alamogordo from
Prescott, Ariz. , to return what many historians would crave to have. He has donated a flag packed full of history to the Tularosa Basin Historical Society Museum.
The staff is excited to have the historical treasure, said Director Kathryn Gren.
Only two or three 47-star flags may be in existence, she said.
The time frame for creating a 47-star U.S. flag was brief.
On Jan. 6, 1912, the Land of Enchantment entered the union as state NO.47. The
Grand Canyon State of Arizona followed as state No. 48 on Feb. 14, 1912.
Manufacturers had a small window of opportunity to mass-produce New Mexico flags.
A47-star flagdonated by a Wisconsin woman in the late 1980s is stored at the Palace
of the Governors but can be seen only upon request. Alamogordo may be the only place
in New Mexico where a 47-star flag will be on display in full view, Gren said.
With enough donations , a protective display case for the flag could be made,
Gren said. She would also like to have a dedication for the flag in February or on
Independence Day.
Topping has already donated $350, thanks to a pay raise at his job in Arizona. The
flag brought Topping back home, close to where his grandmother is buried in La
Luz. The oldest of five children born and raised in Alamogordo, his family moved
to California in 1968.
The flag was among several left-overs in the bar before Topping took over the
business.
"I had if for probably 10 years after that without counting the stars," he said
But in 1989, seven years after closing his bar in California, Topping finally took
notice. "I counted the stars one day and saw it was a 47-star flag," he said. "It
immediately hit me .. . I said: 'Boy! New Mexico and Arizona came in 1912 right
next to each other!"

From late 1948 to early 1950 the Lustron Co rporation manufactured some 2,498
prefabricated houses. According to corporate records in the Ohio Historical Society
archives, seven were shipped to New Mexico by the end of 1949. Six are in Los
Alamos, New Mexico, all of which were built in 1949, but where is number seven?
Because the shipping compilation record that I have seen was only through
December 31, 1949, more houses could have been shipped to New Mexico during
the first half of 1950, prior to foreclosure by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation
in Washington, D.C. A Lustron Corporation status report of February, 1950 states
that Roswell, New Mexico "general contractor" Allison & Hutchinson, Inc. had
"erected two houses and has given us [Lustron Corp.] orders for five more for erection at his home base in Roswell."
Accordingly, there may be more than the missing seventh house. Roswell , I ask
for your eyes to locate the missing house, or houses.
The Lustron house has porcelain enamel panels for both interior and exterior
walls. The low pitch roof, also of porcelain enamel panels, resembled a flat ceramic tile shingle type roof (see illustra tion). The house was designed to set upon a
concrete slab and, as the advertisements and public relations releases claimed: "the
only none steel elements in the house are the asphalt tile floors and the aluminum
windows".
will y ou please help mefind the missing house, or houses?
I hope to do an article, or short manuscript, about the Lustron Corporation and its
New Mexico houses. The company failed; by mid-1 950 the factory closed.
Financial problems developed. The cost for the house escalated. From the research
I have done to date, however, I begin to wonder if there was a bit of hanky-panky
in the upper levels of the Reconstru ction Finance Corporation just before it foreclosed over the debts owed to it by the Lustron Corporation. I have begun to smell
fPC
a rat!

..-------

(From the Albuquerque Tribune, September 28. 1998)
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Pecos Conference 1999 Call for Papers PLUSI
The theme of the 72nd Annual Pecos Conference is "Networks and Links". Between August
10 and 15, 1999, you will be part of a network exploring more than a century of southwestern
archeology and forming links to the 21st Century. Our challenge to you is to remember and
recognize the important people, places and events that got you this far; or , to look at how our
science is positioned as we approach a new millenium.

The Lustrom House as seen in a Lustrom Corporation sales brochure.
(Original in the Ohio Historical Society Archtves.)

Suggested formats for presentations are:
Paper - eight minutes of your best narrative.
Poster Session - if visuals make a difference, consider this format.
Workshop - one-hour to half-day focused sessions scheduled Wednesday or Thursday
preceding the conference. We have one proposal for a Thursdayy afternoon "roundtable"
focused on the history of southwestern archeology. This is proposed as a public session to be
held at Northland Pioneer College in Show Low . The conference area will be available, and
there are many other options - call if interested.
Public Programs Area - share educational materials, interpretive ideas and issues, and much
more.
PLUS!
Photo Contest - send your best "historical" photos (copies, scanned, etc.) of people, places and
events. During the conference, we will find out who recognizes or remembers the most.
Timeline - send your list of important people, places, events (dates mandatory) for the
inclusion in a timeline.
Presentation proposals and PLUS! items are due June I , 1999. MaillE-mail to Linda Martin,
POB 640, Springerville, AZ, 85938. E-mail lmartin/r3_apachesitgreaves@fs.fed.us or call
520/333/4301 if you have questions.
Proposal: (Attach abstract or description) _
Workshop _ P ub li c Programs
PLUS!
Photo Contest _ Timeline
Name:

Poster Session _

E-mail:

Phone:

_

Affiliation:
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David Townsend
(continuedfrom page 1)

hundred articles, and is considered to be
one of the leading scholars in the nation
on certain aspects of New Mexico history.
Dr. Townsend served as a representative for District #53 in the New Mexico
House of Representatives from 1991 to
1995. During his tenur e there he
chaired the Constitution Revision
Commission, and won awards from the
New Mexico Library Association, the
White House Conference on Library and
Information Services Taskforce, and the
National Education Association-New
Mexico. Dr. Townsend is currently
President of the Board of Directors of
the Alamogordo/Otero County Centennial Celebration, Inc.
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In add ition to Dr. Townsend,
Excellence in the Humanities Awards
were presented to: Dr. Richard Etulain,
historian (University of New Mexico),
Dr. Cipriano Vigil, musicologist and performer (EI Rito) , Dr. John Kessell, historian (Professor Emeritus, UNM). KNME
- TV was selected to receive the organ izational award.
(This irform ation was reprinted from
"New Mexico Humanities," the newsletter if the New Mexico Endowment .lor
the Humanities.fall 1998.)
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